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39 College Rd., 142 Morse Hall

Durham, NH 03824

Dear Ms. Sousa Smith:

We arc happy to report that our funded project, “Effect of Amendment /3 on New
Bedﬁrd'sGmmeyish[nde”isrignonsdmdnl:.

As promised, between the fourth and ninth month of our study of economic effects of
amendment 13 on the groundfish fleet. we have been interviewing the erews of New
Bedford based fishing vessels. With more than 50% of these crew interviews completed
we are confident that we will end our rescarch with a more than ample survey sample.

The scttiement houses have been very cooperative as well. We have collected and
entered data on more than 50% of the vessels in our survey, comparing crew incomes
from 2003 and 2005. With more to gather and enter in this category also, we arc
confident that our study will bring some interesting information to bear.

‘We added a bit of data 10 the study, by including comperisons of fucl expenscs from the
vessel data collection in 2003 and 2005. The rising cost of fuel has had a great impact on
the net settiements for the vessels. Further comments will be included in our final report.

We have met with our advisors, which inclidc an owncr of a settlement house, two
former fishermen. a marine insurer, a fish dealer and two former fishermen. They have
been helpful m both group and onc-on-one mectings.

Our next steps are to gather information through the insurance industry, and do further

Though we are picased with our progress, there have been challenges i obtaining this
information. Below is a short list:
o The reduction in Days st Sca for multispecics groundfishermen have been so
drastic that we have been canvassing the docks on 2 regular basis in order 10 catch
cach boat active, with the ercw aboard.



e Becausc of the difficulty fishermen arc having, many were less than receptive to
in an even more difficult position. This was overcome, in most cases, becanse of
the fact that this is a “commamity based™ study, and if they were not familiar with
the interviewer, they weve fumiliar with, and had confidence in, SMAST and
Shore Support.

» Many boats have sold and/or changed names during this time, making it difficult
to match the vessels with the National Maoine Fisheries reference material.

These chalienges aside, we will continue $0 work foward a solid final report, based on an
excellent survey ssmple.

If you have any firther questions, please do hesitate 1o contact us.
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